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Mass Schedule 
Saturday 

5 p.m. Vigil 
Sunday 

7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., & 11:30 a.m. 
Daily 

8:30 a.m. Monday to Saturday 
Holydays 

7 p.m. Vigil, 8:30 a.m., 12:05  &  7 p.m. 
 

Confessions 
Saturday 

3:30-4:30 p.m. & by appointment 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday-Friday  

8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. & by appointment  
Closed for lunch: 12 p.m.-1 p.m. 

Saturday: By appointment only 
Sunday: By appointment only 

 

A mail slot is located in the  
front door of the rectory. 

 
 

 

Parish Office Requests 
 To register in the parish, arrange for a baptism, or 
request a Certificate of  Eligibility for sponsorship at      
Baptism or Confirmation, contact the Parish Office during 
office hours at epiphanych@comcast.net. 
 Also, please advise our office staff of any change of     
address, telephone number or family status.   
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 First Saturday of the month during 8:30 a.m. Mass or 
by request. Please notify the rectory as soon as possible 
when any parishioner becomes seriously ill or is admitted 
to the hospital. 
 

Baptism 
 Baptisms are celebrated after the 11:30 a.m. Mass on     
Sundays upon request. Both first-time parents need to attend 
a Pre-Jordan class, which is held the first Wednesday of every 
month.   
 Pre-Registration for the class is required by contacting 
the Parish Office. Sponsors not from Epiphany are re-
quired to submit a  Certificate of Eligibility from their parish 
two weeks prior to the Baptism. 
 

Matrimony 
 Notify the priest of your intention to marry at least six 
months before the date of the wedding to assure sufficient 
preparation and to arrange for Pre-Cana sessions.  
 

Miraculous MedalñPerpetual Novena 
 After 8:30 a.m. Mass every Saturday. 

 

Holy Communion for the Sick and 
Homebound 

 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are avail-
able to bring Communion to the sick and homebound. Call 
the Parish Office at (610) 828-8634 to provide the office 
staff with the name, address and phone number of the sick 
or homebound parishioner. 

3050 Walton Rd., Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 
Tel: 610-828-8634 ~ Fax: 610-828-1802 ~ epiphanyofourlord.com  
eol@epiphanyofourlord.com ~ bulletin@epiphanyofourlord.com 
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Christmas Flower Collection 
 The second collection this 
weekend will be for the flowers 
used to decorate the church for 
Christmas. 

 
 

Third Sunday of Advent Reflection 
 The experience of trust within the family ena-
bles others to believe us when we talk about our 
faith in Jesus. In our family life, letôs hope and 
pray that we lead one another to recognize Je-
susô presence in our world.  

-Loyola Press, Year B 

 
Rosary and Morning Prayer 

 During Advent, the daily recitation of the    
Rosary will begin at 7:50 a.m. followed by Morn-
ing Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours, and 
Mass at 8:30 a.m. 

 
Parish Office and  

Adoration Chapel Closed 
 The Parish Office and Adoration Chapel will 
be closed Monday, Dec. 25, Tuesday, Dec. 26 
and Monday, Jan. 1 in celebration of Christmas 
and New Yearôs Day. 
 

St. John Neumann Feast Day 
 You are invited to celebrate his Feast Day at 
The National Shrine of St. John Neumann, 1019 
N. 5th St., Philadelphia, on Friday, Jan. 5, at 
12:15 p.m. Mass and Sunday, Jan. 7, at 3:30 
p.m. Mass.  
 Call (215) 627-3080 for more information. 
 
Winter Tobacco Treatment Program 

 Suburban Community Hospital is offering a 
free seven-week program designed to help you 
quit smoking including how to cope with stress 
and how to prevent relapses. The program will 
be held on seven consecutive Wednesdays 
starting Wednesday, Jan. 10. The sessions are 
held in the Cancer Center Conference Room 
from 6-7:30 p.m. 
 Registration is required by calling (610) 270-
8390. 
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

 This annual celebration will run from Thurs-
day, Jan. 18, to Thursday, Jan. 25.  
 

March for Life 
 The annual March for Life in Washington, 
D.C., will be held Friday, Jan. 19. Epiphany will 
be providing a bus. More details to follow. 
 Contact Bernie Toth at (610) 279-2788. 

Day of Reflection for Female Veterans 
 The Cranaleith Spiritual Center, 13475 Proc-
tor Rd., Philadelphia, is holding a day of healing 
and wellness for female Veterans on Saturday, 
Jan. 20, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. There is no cost for this 
program. 
 Call (215) 934-6206 to register. 

 
Craft Day: Prayer Box 

 Prayer boxes have a long tradition in Christi-
anity and Judaism for storing favorite scripture 
passages  and prayer intentions. Come out to 
learn about prayer boxes and to make one  for 
yourself or someone else on Wednesday, Jan. 
24, 9-11 a.m., at the I.H.M. Conference Center, 
Bryn Mawr. Cost is $15. 
 Register for this event by calling (610) 581-
0120. 

 
Pony Nite 

 All are invited to Pony Nite on Saturday, Jan. 
27, at 6 p.m., at St. Titusô Social Hall. 
 Contact Bud Munro at (610) 275-8853 for  
details. 

 
On the Church and  

Social Communications 
 The Cardinal Foley Lecture On the Church 
and Social Communications will be presented 
by Bishop Robert Barron on Monday, Jan. 29, 
at 7 p.m. at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary.  

 
Concerts at the Basilica 

 James Jordan returns with the Philadelphia 
ensemble exploring some of todayôs notable 
choral composers on Saturday, Feb. 3, at 8 
p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter and 
Paul. 

 
Retrouvaille Marriage Program 

 Retrouvaille offers hope for a better relation-
ship! It is Christian-based but welcomes couples 
of all faiths as well as non-religious couples.  
 The next program will be Friday-Sunday, 
Feb. 16-18, at the Family Life Center, Malvern.  
 For more information or to register, visit 
helpourmarriage.com or call (800) 470-2230. 

 
Archbishopõs Lecture Series 

 The topic Christians and Muslims: Love Cre-
ates a Dialogue between Friends will be dis-
cussed on Monday, Feb. 26, at 7 p.m. at the St. 
John Vianney Auditorium at St. Charles Borro-
meo Seminary.  
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Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
 On this solemnity, we recognize that Mary is 
the Mother of God in the sense that she carried 
in her womb a divine personðJesus Christ, 
God "in the flesh" (2 John 7, cf. John 1:14)ð
and in the sense that she contributed to the hu-
man form God took in Him. 
 When Jan. 1 (Solemnity of Mary, The  Holy 
Mother of God), Aug. 15 (Solemnity of the      
Assumption B.V.M), or Nov. 1 (Solemnity of All 
Saints) falls on a Saturday or Monday, there is 
no obligation to attend Mass. 

Christmas Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 

Confessions 
 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

 
Masses 

 

Christmas Eve, Sunday, Dec. 24 
Vigil Masses: 4 and 6 p.m. 

 
Christmas Day, Monday, Dec. 25 
7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 a.m. 

 

New Yearõs Schedule 
 

Confessions 
 

Saturday, Dec. 30 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

 
Mass 

 

Monday, Jan. 1 
The Solemnity of Mary,  
The Holy Mother of God 
(New Yearôs Day) 

9 a.m. 
 

Since The Solemnity of Mary falls on 
a Monday this year, there is no obliga-

tion to attend Mass. 
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National Religious Retirement Collection 
Sister Carol Zinn, S.S.J. 
Pulpit Announcement 

Nov. 26, 2017 
 
 

The annual National Religious Retirement Collection, sponsored by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, remains the single largest collection in the Catholic 
Church in this country. In the name of the tens of thousands of women and men reli-
gious throughout the United States, thank you for your consistent generosity over the 
last almost three decades since this appeal began. 
 
When you travel by train or plane, and even in some 
popular amusement parks, there are signs and verbal            
announcements proclaiming, ñMind the Gap.ò This 
warning alerts people to the space between the vehicle 
and the platform, a space that has to be announced 
and negotiated in order for everyoneôs safety. 
 
In the Scriptures of the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe, the Gospel starkly an-
nounces how we, too, need to not only ñMind the Gapò 
between our words and our actions in the way we treat 
the least among us, but we are encouraged to ñMend 
the Gapò as well. The parable Jesus proclaims about 
the separation of the sheep from the goats at the end 
time is a powerful challenge to our own need to both 
ñMind and Mend the Gapò between our thoughts and 
beliefs, words and deeds. 
 
In the dedication of this last week of the Church year to prayer for and awareness of 
the persecution of Christians throughout the world, the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops addresses a contemporary need to ñMind and Mend the Gap.ò The 
freedom of religion we enjoy in this country could render us blind and numb to the crit-
ical situation our Christian sisters and brothers throughout the world experience on a 
daily basis. Their faith costs them their lives in countless places around the world. Our 
efforts to ñMind and Mend the Gapò of our own consciousness about this reality needs 
long-term prayer and practical expressions of solidarity. 
 
The annual National Religious Retirement Collection is another invitation to both 
ñMind and Mend the Gap.ò Often there is the thought that if there were only more 
women and men religious today, if only there were the thousands and thousands of 
newer and younger members of religious congregations, then there would be no need 
for such an annual collection. Firstly, the unprecedented numbers of young women 
and men entering religious life in the 1940ôs-1980ôs remains an anomaly by statistical 
standards. Additionally, historical and cultural shifts have impacted the expression of 
religious life throughout the 2000+ years of religious life in the Catholic Church.  
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Pulpit Announcement (Contôd) 
 
 

Secondly, even with additional newer and younger members of religious life, the cur-
rent situation of retired religious in the United States carries a serious ñGapò in fund-
ing. In fact, the projection is a $15 billion ñGapò between the fiscal resources needed 
for the number of retired religious and their ability to fill that ñGap.ò 
 
Thus, the National Religious Retirement Collection addresses the need to both ñMind 
and Mend the Gap.ò For several decades, the women and men religious who taught in 
Catholic elementary and secondary schools, who staffed parishes, who served those 
who suffered first and most from economic stress, and who ministered in various ways 
to the most vulnerable and marginalized in society, received nominal stipends for their 
cost of living. They did not, however, receive funds for retirement or healthcare. The 
accumulated but unintentional effect remains today: a serious financial ñGapò that 
needs minding and mending. 
 

The Sisters of Saint Joseph of Chestnut 
Hill, Philadelphia, are deeply grateful to 
have ministered in this wonderful parish 
for many years. And the seven of us who 
now live here continue that gratitude. 
Four of us minister at Saint Joseph Villa 
in Flourtown, and the other three of us 
minister at Mount Saint Joseph Academy, 
Saint Maryôs Homeless Shelter in Phoe-
nixville and a national consulting compa-

ny that serves religious congregations of women and men.  
 
Our Congregation continues to address the ñGapò as we lovingly care for the 500+ of 
our 713 Sisters who are over the age of 70. While receiving some assistance from So-
cial Security for each of our retired Sisters, there remains a ñGap.ò Last year, our re-
tirement costs amounted to $13.6 million. We, like many other religious congregations, 
have done and continue to do everything we can to both ñMind and Mend the Gap.ò 
And, the annual National Religious Retirement Collection is a significant contribution 
to those efforts. 
 
Thank you for welcoming us to the parish and welcoming me to speak with you today, 
and for your generosity and largesse of heart that expresses your appreciation for all 
the ways that women and men religious have served Godôs people in this country over 
many, many years. 
 
As we prepare to enter the holy season of Advent, please know that there is one place 
where there is no ñGapò at all. You and your family are remembered in our prayer 
each and every day. May you be blessed in the ways you most need and desire as we 
await the celebration of God-With-Us, Jesus, Emmanuel. 
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Stewardship is a way of  life.   
Tithing is Godõs Plan for Giving.  

  Our Sunday Offering 12/03  $ 16,730.50 
  Last Yearôs Offering    $ 16,754 
  Childrenôs Offering     $ 24 
  Thanksgiving       $ 1,449 
  Religious Retirement    $ 3,822.50 

  Thank you for your continued support! 

The Respect Life Rose 
For the week of Dec. 17 is for  

Connie Manifesta 
The rose was placed on the Altar in front of  

The Blessed Mother  

Adoration Chapel Votive Candles are Dedicated for: 
 

 

From the Pastor: 
 The Third Sunday of Advent is traditionally 
known as Gaudete Sunday, so-called from the 
first word of the antiphon at the Introit. Gaudete 
(Rejoice), taken from the Latin translation of Phil 
4:4-5, sets a tone of joyful expectation for the 
Lordôs birth and Second Coming, as does the 
permitted use of rose-colored vestments. 
 
 

From the Children: 
 Cleaned TV room. Put up Christmas decora-
tions. Helped with the laundry. Prayed every 
night. Brought in the mail. Helped put together 
the Turkey Drive donations.  

M ASS I NTENTIONS 
 

Monday, Dec. 18 
8:30 a.m. ï Michael Koneski 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
8:30 a.m. ï Dr. Albert F. DôAlonzo 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
8:30 a.m. ï Helen Regetta 

 

Thursday, Dec. 21 
8:30 a.m. ï Steve Idzik 

 

Friday, Dec. 22 
8:30 a.m. ï Sister Regina Gormley 

 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
8:30 a.m. ï Jack and Lenore Phipps 

Pregnancy Hotline 
 Pregnant and need help? Call or text the hotline 
at 610-626-4006, 24/7, for assistance with pro-life 
options, supportive counseling and other resources. 

Names will remain on the Sick List for one calendar month. Contact the Parish 
Office to update the list. 

Please Pray for the Sick 
Parishioners listed in bold. 

  Miriam Beaumont   Madelyn Bonner   
  Joe DeChristopher   Ann Griffith 
  Jack Morse     Hayley Reath      
  Helen Toth     Dolores Sanders     
  Edward Sherbert   Daniel White    
  Joe Williamson   Andrew Zimmerman 

Jack 
Phipps 

Dec. 17 

Maryanne 
Koehler 

Dec. 17 

Holy Rosary Regional Catholic School 
New Student Registration 

 Monday, Jan. 8, 2018, 8-10 a.m. 
 Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2018, 5-7 p.m. 
 Thursday, Jan. 18, 2018, 1-3 p.m. 

 Child must be at least age 4 by 9/1/18 to reg-
ister for Pre-K; age 5 by 9/1/18 to register for 
Kindergarten; age 6 by 9/1/18 to register for 
Grade 1. 
 

 To complete the registration process, provide 
copies of the following: 
  Birth Certificate    
  Certificate of Baptism   
  Sacraments: complete dates/certificates 
  Immunization Record 
  Registration Fee ï $100/student     
  (nonrefundable) - For Pre-K4 the fee 
  includes supplies and snacks for the year 
  Letter of subsidy, if applicable 
  Custody Papers, if applicable 
  Evaluation & most recent IEP, if applicable 
 

 For K-8 families there is a technology fee of 
$100/student (with a family cap of $250) and a 
lunch duty fee of $50 per family. 
 In addition, there is an iPad insurance fee in 
grades five through eight of $75/student due pri-
or to the student receiving his/her iPad. 
 

 Contact Beth Sheldon, School Secretary at  
bsheldon@holyrosaryregional.com.  

Barbara 
Schwartz 

Dec. 17 

An Advent Prayer 
-Adaptation of a prayer by Pope Francis 

 

Let us rejoice for the imminent coming of our Redeemer 
and share this joy with others, giving comfort and hope. 
Let us welcome the Lord who always comes and knocks 

at our door in order to draw near to us. 
He invites us to recognize his footsteps among the  

brothers and sisters who pass beside us. 
Help us to hear Godõs voice in prayer and to serve God 
with compassion so as to be prepared for our Christmas 

appointment to welcome Jesus. 
Amen. 



ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  
HOURS AT AREA PARISHES 

(Information subject to change. Please contact each parish to verify.) 

Epiphany of Our Lord, Plymouth Meeting  
610-828-8634 

Mon.-Fri: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

 
St. Anthony of Padua, Ambler 

215-646-4742 
Mary Chapel: Weekdays after 9 a.m. 

 
 St. Francis of Assisi, 600 Hamilton St., 

Norristown 
610-272-0402 
Mondays Only 

Sept.-May: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.; 
June-Aug.: 9 a.m.-10 a.m. 

 
 St. Helena, 1489 DeKalb Pike, Blue Bell 

610-275-7711 
St. Theresa Chapel 

Mon.-Fri.: 6:15 a.m.-9 p.m. 

St. Paul, 2007 New Hope St., Norristown 
  610-279-6725 

  Fridays only: After the 8 a.m. Mass  
  until 3:30 p.m.  

 
St. Philip Neri, 437 Ridge Pike, 

Lafayette Hill 
610-834-1975 

Second Monday of the month only 
 Sept.-June: 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 

 
St. Titus, 3006 Keenwood Rd., 

East Norriton 
610-279-4990 

Second Sunday of the month only 
7:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 

 
Visitation BVM, 196 N. Trooper Rd.,  

Norristown 
610-539-5572 

BVM Chapel: Open 24/7 


